[Interaction of midazolam and thiopental in amnestic effect].
Interaction of midazolam and thiopental in amnestic effect was studied in 30 adult patients who underwent elective surgery of lower extremities under epidural or spinal anesthesia in combination with oxygen, nitrous oxide and low concentration of sevoflurane. Combination of midazolam 2.0-3.0 mg (0.041 +/- 0.006 mg.kg-1) and thiopental 3-5 mg.kg-1 produced amnestic effect in 87% of patients. No side effects, such as decrease in O2 saturation, upper airway obstruction, cardiovascular depression and delayed emergence were observed with this small dose of midazolam. Administration of midazolam 2.0-3.0 mg before epidural, or spinal anesthesia in the operating room under observation of anesthesiologists, followed by thiopental 3-5 mg.kg-1, was safe and comfortable to the patients.